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EVE”Y PCTSO"I dESiTCS ’IJPPiIIESS. The Creator ’l;\S cndowed ~ GOVC"""‘)CTI(&[ dl'Cta(CS cannot create or changc mural PTI'TICI"
us with a nature marked by reason and the power of freedom, which we plcs, which arise from the conscience that the Creator instilled in the
are called to realize in the best ofways. Because of our innate longing for human hearc. The government, however, without inﬁ'inging upon citizens’
tY’llth, good“CSS and beautY, ’unnankind has (][W‘IYS sought WaYs To [fve b(lSiC frecdovns, can and S')Oll!d $UPPOYT I,IDSC mon\"y 7"0!iV<\t€d decisions
togcther in harmony as a path to human ﬂourishing. We see the results of citizens that are necessary to preserve the common good and ensure the
of‘this search in the Philosophie.\[ insl'ghts of/\thens, the laws ofRovnc, Prosperiry and survival oft’ie societ)'. Human ﬂ'ecdom rcquires assistance.
and the treasure trove oftke biblical worldview Christians obrain such assistance from Christ, the Saviour ofhumanl(ind,
ASSDCI'AICA Wl'(’) }crus.llcm. -”l"d a dcmocmtic g(‘lVCTYl"ICH( l‘h\S ("IC obligation to protect (,‘IC rreedo"\

and the ﬁxndamcnml 8ouds ofthc state and its citizenry.

The effores o build a Christian world in Europe brought We rejoice that Siluva was the site of one of the most notable
these riches of'humam’ty together as the basis for Western civilization. apparitions ofthe Blessed Virgin Maryin Europe. Here, four hundred
Recognin’on ofthc Creator’s voice and action within Creation, and espe- years ago, the Mother ofC,od urgcd us to worshl'p Her Son, and not
cially acceprance of the divine authority and teachings of Jesus Christ, merely “till the soil and sow”. We see this not only as a call to prayer and
togcther with the noblest achievements of civilization on the European renewal of our personal relationship with God. The exhortation is also a
continent, created propitious conditions for the unfolding of the poten- reminder of the importance of the C,od—givcn order ofthinga
tial contained in human nature. It is in this that the authentic foundatiou The Creator’s dcsigns are visible to us not on[y in nature. Thcy can be
of our civilization consists; without it the Western world could not recugm'zed as well in the human spirit and in human nature.
endure.

Hun\‘\m’r)"s CXPCTI'CHCC S’)OWS !’)(\t ldWS alone are not WC must rCSPCCt tht I’IIOY"\[ Princip[es M’JIiC’l are set out in
enough to create a better society if its members do not foster virtues and Ho[y Scripture, since they are guidelines for le.\ding alife in kecping
inner 7“0"(\1 PTI’!\CI’P[BS. Thc ’11"11;\" virtues DrPTlldcllCC, illStiCE, tC"‘IPCr- Wl’t"l thE trllt,’l Oft"le hl(nh\'\ PErSD'\ as an l'nmgc OrGD(L
ance and fortitude, reinforced with the gifts of faith, hope and charity Our Nation has learned painfully what ic means to become a field of
iuspired by the Creator, are the basis L)ftrltc Person.\l frecdom. A society social experimentation where the inherent dignity oftlie human person
thatis tru[y free and democratic is Possiblc anly when its members is disregardcd and ﬁmdamsntal human rights are tramp[ed upon.
uphold ﬁrm moral principlcs. Pcrhaps thatis why it was prcciscly here, in Lithuania, that Heaven's call

w0 rcspccn’w Creator’s will was heard. We believe this voice which rang
out in Siluva was meant not only for our Nation, bur for all of Europe.

A free and democratic state must respect fundamenta[ personal and social goods including:

human life from the moment of conception to a natural death;
the inherent difference and equal dignity of men and women;
the family as ties of blood and kinship arising from the marriage of a man and a woman;

the right of parents to educate their children according to their own moral princip[es;

egegees

freedoms of conscience, religion and speech, which safequard society against

the temprations of totalitarianism.

It is only by preserving these natural goods that we can survive and prosper.
There is no justification for ignoring them when lega”y deﬁning the concepts of person, gender,
freedoms, rights and family. Human nature, family and personal freedom are prior to the state.
The laws of the state should conform to the truth about human nacure.
They should safeguard this truth, not change it.
In the message of Siluva, we recognize a call to respect God as the author of man.
But the order of things established by the Creator is not merely a truch of faich.
This order can be recognized by each and every human being.
Therefore, we all have a duty to defend fundamental human rights, foster virtue and promote the common good

for the sake of people’s happiness, the freedom of society and the future of the Nation!

Year of Saint }oseph and Amoris laetitia Fami[y
12 September 2021



