SILUVA
DECLARATION

EVE)’Y PETSOY‘I desires ’mppiness. The Creator ’h\S cndowed
us with a nature marked by reason and the power of freedom, which we
are C‘l“l:d o re.\[izr in the [)CS( OrW‘lYS. Because cfour innate

longing for truth, goodness and beauty, human kind has always sought
W(\YS to ’i\’C togethcr in ’)«\l‘nll’lly as a Pﬂt’\ to hunlan ﬂOllTiShillg. We see
the resules of this search in the philosophl’ca[ l'nsights of Athens, the laws
of Rome, and the treasure trove of the biblical worldview

associated with Jerusalem.

The effores o build a Christian world in Europe brought
these riches ofhum.xm’tytogcther as the b‘\sisfor Western civilization.
Recognition of the Creator’s voice and action within Creation, and espe-
cially acceprance of the divine authority and teachings of Jesus Christ,
together with the noblest achievements of civilization on the European
continent,created propitious conditions for the unfo[ding of the poten-
tial contained inhuman nature.lt is in this thac the authentic foundation

of our civilization consists; without it the Western world could not
endure.

Humanity's experience shows that laws alone are not
cnough to create a better society if its members do not foster virtues and
inner moral principles. The human vircues ofpnldcr\cc, justice, temper-
ance and fortitude, reinforced with the gifts of faith, hope and charity
inspired by the Creator, are the basis of true personal freedom. A society
that is truly free and democratic is possible only when its members

uphold firm moral principlcs

Govcrnmcnta[ dictates cannort create or changc moral princl'—
plcs, which arise from the conscience that the Creator instilled in the
human hearc. The government, however,without infringing upon citizens’
b(\SiC frecdovv:s, can ‘IHA S')Ollld $UPPOYT I,IDSC mnm"y YHO(iV(\IEA decisions
OrCitiZC’lS t’hlt are IICCCSSJI'Y to preserve thl.‘ common 300(“ (\nd ensure t’\t!
PY'OSPBTitY ("]d SUTVI.\"\[ Ort’le SL?CfCt)’. Human frecdmn rcqul'resassisrancc.
Christians obrain such assistance from Christ, the Saviour of human-
’(l‘"d,d"d‘\ dCVYlDCT(\(iC gD\’CT"Y“C"t ,14\5 (’IC obligation to PTO(CC( (’!C frcc—
dom and the ﬁmdamcnml goods of'thc state and its citizenry.

We ICJDICC t'h\t Slluv‘\ was Iht. site Drﬂ)lh Drtllt most nor‘\b[e
JPPJY itions Ort'lEBlCSQCd Vngm Mm')'m El" OPC HCTC fbur ’umdred
years ago, the Mother of God urgcd us to worshlp Her Son, and not
YTICTCIY “ti" the SOl‘l ‘\"d S(’W"‘ WC sce t’!iﬁ not O"[Y as a C‘\u to PTJYET A“d
renewal of our Personal relationship with God. The exhortation is also a
reminder of the imporcance of the God-given order of things.

The Creator’s dcsigns are visible to us not only in nature. Thcy can be
recognized as well in the human spiric and in human nature.

We must respect the moral Princip[es which are set out in
Holy Scripture, since they are guidelines for leading a life in keeping
with the truth of the human person as an image of God.

Our Nation has learned p‘u‘nfu”y what it means to become a field of
social experimentation where the inherent digm'ty ()ftlic human person
is disregarded and fundamental human righes are trampled upon.
Pcrhaps thatis why it was prtciscly here, in Lithuania, thatHeaven’s call
w0 rcspcct:’w Creator’s will was heard. We believe this voice whichrang
out in Siluva was meant not on[y for our Nation, but forall of Europe.
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A free and democratic state must respect fundamenta[ personal and social goods including:

gegeges

the temprations of rotalitarianism.

human life from the moment of conception to a natural death;

the inherent difference and equa[ dignity of men and women;

the family as ties of blood and kinshiparising from the marriage of a man and a woman;
the right ofparents to educate their children according to their own moral princip[es;

freedoms of conscience, religion and speech, which safequard society against

Itis on[y bY preserving these natura[ gOOdS that we can survive and prosper.

There is no justification for ignoring themwhen legaﬂy deﬁning the concepts of person, gender,
ﬁ‘eedoms, rights and ﬁlmily. Human nature, ﬁlmi[y and Persona[ ﬁ‘eedom are prior to the state.

The [aws Of-t”‘le state should conforrn Tto the trut"l about human nature.

They should safeguard this truth, not change it.

In the message ofgi[uva, we recognize a call o respect God as the author of man.

But the order of things established by the Creator is not merely a truch of faich.

This order can be recognizcd bY each and every human being.

Therefore, we all have a duty to defend fundamental human rights, foster virtue and promote the common good

for the sake of people’s happiness, the freedom of society and the future of the Nation!
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